
1

Leadership Insights: It Takes 
a Village—Partnering for 
Success to Prevent Gun 
Violence

Disclosure of Relevant
Financial Relationships
• The following faculty of this continuing 

education activity has no relevant financial 
relationships with commercial interests to 
disclose:
– Ryan Busse

– Sandeep Kapoor, MD

– Chethan Sathya, MD

– Chico Tillmon, PhD
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Faculty
• Ryan Busse, Author, Former Top-performing Firearms Executive 

• Sandeep Kapoor, MD, Assistant Vice President, Addiction 
Services, Emergency Medicine Service Line | Northwell Health 

• Chethan Sathya, MD, Director | Assistant Professor, Department 
of Surgery and Pediatrics, Northwell Health Center for Gun 
Violence Prevention | Zucker School of Medicine at 
Hofstra/Northwell

• Chico Tillmon, PhD, Executive Director, Heartland Alliance, 
READI Chicago 

Learning Objectives
• Describe current efforts to prevent gun 

violence throughout the United States.

• Identify approaches that healthcare 
organizations can take to interrupt the 
cycle of gun violence.
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Ryan Busse
Ryan Busse is a former firearms executive who helped build one of the world’s most iconic gun 
companies and was nominated multiple times by industry colleagues for the prestigious Shooting 
Industry Person of the Year Award. As Mr. Busse’s career progressed, he recognized cultural 
touchstones of his youth were being twisted into troubling NRA extremism that he believed was 
radicalizing an entire nation. He spent nearly two decades finding ways to fight back from the 
inside, eventually leaving his career in 2020. In October 2021, he published his memoir, becoming 
the first insider to tell the story of the firearms industry. Gunfight has received voluminous national 
praise as a deeply personal and critically important book. Since the book launch, Mr. Busse has 
appeared on dozens of national podcasts, radio programs and TV shows, including features by 
CNN’s Fareed Zakaria, National Public Radio and The Daily Show’s Trevor Noah. He has briefed 
the U.S. Senate, testified twice before Congress and has written multiple articles for The Atlantic, 
The Guardian, and The Bulwark. Mr. Busse is also an environmental advocate who has served in 
many leadership and policy advisory roles for conservation organizations, including the U.S. 
Department of Interior, the Congressional Sportsman’s Caucus, and President Joe Biden’s 
presidential campaign. He remains a proud outdoorsman, gun owner, father and resident of 
Montana.

Sandeep Kapoor, MD
Sandeep Kapoor is an assistant professor of medicine, emergency medicine and science education at the Donald and 
Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, assistant vice president of addiction services for the Northwell 
Health emergency medicine service line, and director of screening, brief intervention and referral to treatment at Northwell 
Health. He is the recipient of the 2020 Northwell Health President’s Award for Leadership and received the 2020 Outstanding 
Mentor Award from the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. Dr. Kapoor is passionate about motivating 
others to humanize and address substance use for the enhancement of patient care and organizational culture. As of 
December 2020, the SBIRT program administered 1.8 million screens during patient visits across 18 EDs, 14 inpatient 
hospitals and multiple ambulatory practices, resulting in 30,000 brief interventions and 10,000 referrals to care and treatment.
Utilizing SBIRT as a foundational framework and gateway, Dr. Kapoor and team are the architects of Northwell’s Pathways to 
Recovery portfolio, including six ED-based learning laboratories for medication assisted treatment, offering layers of support 
and services for patients and employees in need of care for opioid use disorder. His team has developed and integrated a 
dynamic four-year longitudinal “Addressing Substance Use” curriculum within the Zucker School of Medicine revolving 
around early identification and intervention. Dr. Kapoor is a medical communications and quality improvement faculty 
member and a course director for the second 100 weeks curriculum at Zucker School of Medicine. He also serves as faculty 
for the Addiction Psychiatry Fellowship at Zucker Hillside Hospital. As a member of the Northwell Health Opioid Management 
Steering Committee, Dr. Kapoor leads interdisciplinary efforts to unify systemwide substance use screening protocols, deliver
workforce training, scale the naloxone saturation campaign, and develop strategies for school, community and employee 
engagement. He is an active member of the Northwell Health Institutional Review Board and the New York State Office of 
Addiction Services and Supports SBIRT Policy Advisory Committee and serves on numerous New York State Delivery 
System Reform Incentive Payment committees. Passionate about public speaking and writing, Dr. Kapoor delivered a TED-
like talk titled Empathy: Back to Basics for Today’s Real World,” has authored multiple book chapters and written several 
opinion pieces.
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Chethan Sathya, MD
Chethan Sathya is a pediatric trauma surgeon and National Institutes of Health-funded firearm injury prevention 
researcher. He serves as director of Northwell Health’s Center for Gun Violence Prevention and oversees the 
health system’s expansive approach to firearm injury prevention. Northwell Health has taken a public health 
approach to gun violence prevention, focusing on key areas such as research, medical education, clinical 
screening, advocacy and community engagement. Dr. Sathya spearheaded the formation of the National Gun 
Violence Prevention Learning Collaborative for Hospitals and Health Systems, in which hospitals can learn about 
gun violence prevention from experts, develop best practices and implement strategies to prevent firearm injuries. 
More than 300 participants and hospitals across 34 states have joined. Dr. Sathya’s role as a pediatric trauma 
surgeon in Chicago and New York has exposed him to the dramatic results of gun violence, fueling his passion to 
find solutions to the national issue. He is a part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
Action Collaborative for preventing firearm-related violence and is a consultant to the American College of 
Surgeons Committee on Trauma for the National Firearm Injury Data Collection Initiative. Dr. Sathya received $1.4 
million from the NIH to study gun violence prevention and implement a first-of-its-kind protocol to universally screen 
among those at risk of firearm injury. The grant is part of the health system’s “We Ask Everyone. Firearm Safety Is 
a Health Issue” research study, which aims to shift the paradigm to view gun violence as a public health issue. Dr. 
Sathya is associate trauma director at Cohen Children’s Medical Center and assistant professor of surgery and 
pediatrics at the Donald and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell. He completed medical 
school and general surgery training at the University of Toronto, followed by his pediatric surgery fellowship at 
Northwestern Medicine in Chicago. He also holds a master’s degree in clinical epidemiology from the University of 
Toronto in addition to fellowships in global journalism and public health.

Chico Tillmon, PhD
Chico Tillmon is the executive director of READI at Heartland Alliance, where he leads a team that provides 
strategies, capacity building, technical assistance and direct service in the community violence intervention space. 
He is also a senior research fellow at the University of Chicago Urban Labs and a violence prevention expert who 
has consulted with Harris County (city of Houston), city of Austin Texas, Cities United, Live Free, Life Camp in 
Queens, New York, and several other organizations throughout the country. Dr. Tillmon is the former executive 
director of the YMCA of Metro Chicago’s Youth Safety and Violence Prevention programs. After serving 16 years in 
prison under draconian mandatory minimums, Dr. Tillmon came home with a purpose of trying to change his 
community in a positive way. He works with youth, young adults and direct service providers in marginalized areas 
to help them hone their skills professionally and improve their work performance. Dr. Tillmon believes professional 
development can lead to economic growth and improve the quality of life for men and women in our most 
vulnerable communities who have been heavily impacted by systemic oppression and disinvestment. He has 
worked with hundreds of young adults on the West and South sides of Chicago, many who are returning citizens. 
In addition to Chicago, he has worked with young adults in various cities throughout the U.S. Dr. Tillmon was 
recognized for his work in violence prevention nationally by President Joe Biden and was invited to the Rose 
Garden at the White House in 2021. He received the 2018 Congressional Veterans Braintrust Award and 2017 
Ford Men of Courage Award for his work in Chicago’s most vulnerable communities. In 2016, he was awarded The 
Practitioner of the Year recognition by the University of Illinois at Chicago Criminology, Law and Justice 
Department. Dr. Tillmon is trained in trauma informed care practices, a member of the national honors society and 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from Northeastern Illinois University. He holds a doctorate in criminology, law and 
justice from UIC and a master’s degree in inner city studies education from Northeastern Illinois University. Dr. 
Tillmon is a veteran who served in the Illinois Air National Guard.
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