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Hot Topic: AHA Health 
Policy and Politics Update

Disclosure of Relevant
Financial Relationships
• The following faculty of this continuing education activity has no 

relevant financial relationships with commercial interests to 
disclose:
– Richard J. Pollack

– Stacey Hughes

– Lisa Goldstein
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Faculty
• Richard J. Pollack, President/CEO, American 

Hospital Association

• Stacey Hughes, EVP, Government Relations 
and Public Policy, American Hospital 
Association

• Lisa Goldstein, Senior Vice President, 
Kaufman Hall (moderator)

Learning Objectives
• Explore the current and shifting state of 

healthcare policy amid the ongoing 
pandemic.

• Describe the impact that ongoing 
changes in the healthcare policy 
landscape have on the healthcare 
workforce. 

3

4



3

Richard J. Pollack
Rick Pollack is president and CEO of the American Hospital Association (AHA), the nation’s largest 
hospital and health care system membership organization with nearly 5,000 member hospitals, 
health care systems, networks, and other providers of care. As the CEO, he also serves on the 
AHA Board of Trustees, and the Board of Directors of the Coalition to Protect America’s Health 
Care. Rick also serves on the steering committees for the National Academy of Medicine Action 
Collaborative on Clinician Well-being and Resilience, and the Action Collaborative on 
Decarbonizing the U.S. Health Sector. In addition, he is a member of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Committee of 100, and the Special Medical Advisory Group to the Secretary of the U. 
S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs. Rick began his career in Washington, D.C. as a legislative 
assistant to Rep. David Obey of Wisconsin, followed by serving as a legislative representative for 
the American Nurses Association. Rick joined the AHA in 1982, a tenure which has included more 
than 20 years as its executive vice president for advocacy and public policy prior to becoming 
president and CEO. He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and communications from 
the State University of New York at Cortland and a master’s degree in public administration from 
American University. A proud father and grandfather, Rick and his wife Diane live in Arlington, 
Virginia.

Stacey Hughes 
Stacey Hughes joined the American Hospital Association in January 2021 as executive vice 
president for government relations and public policy from The Nickles Group, a Washington, D.C.-
based political consulting firm. In her role, she supervises AHA’s legislative, political, regulatory, 
grassroots and legal advocacy efforts. Ms. Hughes was president and founding partner of The 
Nickles Group. She is widely recognized for combining her deep understanding of complex 
healthcare policy with counsel that is specific to client needs. While leading The Nickles Group 
healthcare team, she ensured that clients had a proactive partner in Washington—one who 
anticipates opportunities and challenges on legislative and regulatory work, including the 
complexities of durable medical equipment, Medicare reimbursement and pharma issues, among 
others. Her work ran the gamut from Fortune 500 companies with broad advocacy goals to small 
coalitions united to change specific regulatory requirements. She has been recognized as a “Top 
Lobbyist” by The Hill. Prior to co-founding The Nickles Group in 2004, Ms. Hughes held multiple 
positions as leadership staff in the Senate, immersing herself in healthcare policy, managing major 
legislation on the Senate floor, coordinating with various members and offices on both sides of the 
aisle, and running House-Senate conference committees. She served as deputy staff director for 
the Senate Budget Committee, senior policy adviser in the assistant Republican leader’s office and 
lead staff on the Committee on Aging for Sen. William Cohen. Ms. Hughes received her bachelor’s 
degree from Florida State University.
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Lisa Goldstein
Lisa Goldstein is a nationally recognized analyst, speaker, writer and expert on not-for-profit 
healthcare. At Kaufman Hall, she is a member of the Treasury and Capital Markets practice and 
Thought Leadership team. Prior to joining Kaufman Hall, Ms. Goldstein spent more than 30 years 
at Moody’s Investors Service, including 10 years serving as associate managing director. She 
managed the rating agency’s U.S. not-for-profit healthcare ratings team and oversaw credit rating 
and monitoring for 350 not-for-profit hospitals. Ms. Goldstein has been quoted by national media, 
including CNN, The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times. She is a regular speaker at 
regional and national healthcare conferences and serves as a guest lecturer at Harvard University, 
New York University and Rutgers University. She has authored numerous industry reports and is 
an appointed faculty member for The Governance Institute. Ms. Goldstein serves on the board of 
directors of Carilion Clinic, a not-for-profit healthcare system headquartered in Roanoke, Va. She 
holds a Master of Public Administration degree in public and nonprofit finance, management and 
policy from the New York University Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. She is a 
Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board Series 50 Qualified Municipal Advisor Representative and 
can perform municipal advisory services on behalf of Kaufman Hall.

Evaluate This Session
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